May 16, 2016

The Honorable John Kline The Honorable Robert Scott

Chairman Ranking Member

House Education and the Workforce Committee House Education and Workforce Committee
2181 Rayburn House Office Building 2101 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Kline and Ranking Member Scott:

We are writing in support of H.R. 5003, the “Improving Child Nutrition and Education Act of 2016,” that
includes a provision to expand the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Program (FFVP) to allow schools to serve more fruits and vegetables whether they are fresh, frozen, canned or
dried.

One of the most effective ways of promoting healthy eating habits that will last a lifetime is to ensure school-aged
children eat more fruits and vegetables. Expanding the program to allow frozen, canned and dried fruits and
vegetables in addition to fresh will provide school nutritionists with an affordable option for increasing the variety
of healthy fruits and vegetables schools can offer year-round, thus furthering the program’s ability to promote
improved childhood nutrition and serve more children.

USDA’s own 2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans recommend that Americans eat more fruits and vegetables,
regardless of the form, and expanding the FFVP would align the program with the agency’s recommendations.
The goal of expanding the program is not to limit the ability of schools to serve more fruits and vegetables; rather,
it is to expand the options of produce available in the snack program.

The FFVP does important work in educating school children in low-income schools that healthy fruits and
vegetables can fuel their bodies and minds, and an important component of this program should be teaching
children that healthy fruits and vegetables come in many different forms.

As your committee prepares to consider the “Improving Child Nutrition and Education Act of 2016” we
appreciate your support of expanding the FFVP to allow schools to serve fresh, frozen, canned and dried fruits
and vegetables. Thank you for your leadership on this important issue.
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